


Authority:

Autonomous Self 
or

Holy Scripture?



“… the word of God is living and active, 

sharper than any two-edged sword …” 

(Heb. 4:12). 



Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me 

to anoint you king over his people Israel; 

now therefore listen to the words of the 

LORD. Thus, says the LORD of hosts, ‘I 

have noted what Amalek did to Israel in 

opposing them on the way when they 

came up out of Egypt. Now go and strike 

Amalek and devote to destruction all that 

they have.’” (1 Sam. 15:1-3) 



The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving 

the soul; the testimony of the LORD is 

sure, making wise the simple; the 

precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing 

the heart; the commandment of the 

LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the 

fear of the LORD is clean, enduring 

forever; the rules of the LORD are true, 

and righteous altogether.



More to be desired are they than gold, 

even much fine gold; sweeter also than 

honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover, by them is your servant 

warned; in keeping them there is great 

reward. (Ps. 19:7-11)



“This is the one to whom I will look: he 

who is humble and contrite in spirit and 

trembles at my word’” (Isa. 66:1-2).



Do not think that I have come to abolish 

the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 

to abolish them but to fulfill them. For 

truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth 

pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will 

pass from the Law until all is 

accomplished. 



Therefore, whoever relaxes one of the 

least of these commandments and 

teaches others to do the same will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 

whoever does them and teaches them 

will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. (Matthew 5:17-19)
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• Jesus chastises the Sadducees for their partial 

disbelief of the Scriptures, quoting Genesis, while 

chiding them: “Have you not read what was said 

to you by God?” (Matthew 22:29-31).
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• Jesus answers the temptations of Satan by 

quoting the Old Testament (Matthew 4:4-10). 

• Jesus believes in the historicity of Adam (Matthew 

19:4), Cain and Abel (Luke 11:51), Noah (Luke 

17:26), Jonah (Matthew 12:40), the creation 

account (Mark 10:6-9), and the reality of heaven 

and hell (Mark 9:44-46). 





This is now the second letter that I am 

writing to you, beloved. In both of them I 

am stirring up your sincere mind by way 

of reminder, that you should remember 

the predictions of the holy prophets and 

the commandment of the Lord and Savior 

through your apostles, knowing this first 

of all, that scoffers will come in the last 

days with scoffing, following their own 

sinful desires. (2 Peter 3:1-3)



“And we also thank God constantly for 

this, that when you received the word of 

God, which you heard from us, you 

accepted it not as the word of men but as 

what it really is, the word of God, which is 

at work in you believers” (1 

Thessalonians 2:13). 



“But even if we or an angel from heaven 

should preach to you a gospel contrary to 

the one we preached to you, let him be 

accursed. As we have said before, so 

now I say again: If anyone is preaching to 

you a gospel contrary to the one you 

received, let him be accursed” (Galatians 

1:8-9). 



“If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or 

spiritual, he should acknowledge that the 

things I am writing to you are a command 

of the Lord. If anyone does not recognize 

this, he is not recognized” (1 Corinthians 

14:37-38). 



“When you read this, you can perceive 

my insight into the mystery of Christ, 

which was not made known to the sons 

of men in other generations as it has now 

been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit” (Ephesians 3:4-5). 



“[B]ut you are ... built on the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 

himself being the cornerstone, in whom 

the whole structure, being joined 

together, grows into a holy temple in the 

Lord” (Ephesians 2:19-21).



“The wall of the city had twelve 

foundations, and on them were the 

names of the twelve apostles of the 

Lamb” (Revelation 21:14). 



… the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith 

in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-

breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the servant of God 

may be thoroughly equipped for every 

good work. (2 Tim. 3:15-16)



Above all, you must understand that no 

prophecy of Scripture came about by the 

prophet's own interpretation of things. For 

prophecy never had its origin in the 

human will, but prophets, though human, 

spoke from God as they were carried 

along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Pet. 1:20-21)




